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     Main Office 
Dave Schutta,         Business Manager     612-379-1558
Karyn Ritland,     Office Manager 
Brian Gullickson    Business Agent: Metro Builders     -

Chad Morris       Business Agent: Metro Builders     
Tim Sturdivant      Business Agent: Highway Heavy 

  Out State 

Damon Hantz   IRON RANGE & NE MN/NW WI: 218-461-5400
Darrell Lende      NORTHERN MN/ND CM & PL: 218-687-2285
Matt Gauthier        SO MN:       507-513-1268

    Training Center 
Brian Farmer     Training Coordinator     651-783-8422
Shannon Selix     Training Administrator 

Our Local 633 “App.” is now available through Linked Union! 
You can now pay Dues online, receive meeting notices, news, events, resources, etc. 
Please down load the “633 Membership” App to your phone at no cost.  

If you have not received the text invite, please contact the Hall and also confirm 
your Cell phone number to take advantage of the “App”. 

REMINDER:  Metro area Union meetings are on the 1st Tuesday each month (except July) at 6:00 pm. 
Outstate Union meetings: contact your Agents for times, or check the calendar on our website. 

http://www.local633.org/
https://www.facebook.com/Local-633-Union-Hall-100943111308196/


AGREEMENTS 
We are pleased to announce that all of our Area Agreements have been settled. 
Allocations have been voted on and the results are as follows: 

 2023 WAGE RATES 
Agreement Effective 

Date 
Basic 
Rate 

Savings H & W 
& HRA 

Pension App FCF CILEC Total Fore-
man 

METRO BLDRS 5/1/2023 46.46 (5.99) 8.98/.75 13.12 .62 .02 .01 69.96 3.50 
METRO H/H 5/1/2023 45.17 (5.94) 8.98/1.25 13.37 .62 .02 .01 69.42 3.00 
ST CLOUD BLDRS 5/1/2023 44.31 (5.99) 8.98/ .75 13.12 .62 .02 67.80 3.20 
ROCH   BLDR 5/1/2023 49.76 (8.46)        /.80 11.37 .46 .02 62.41 2.50 
ROCH   H/H 5/1/2023 51.29 (8.00)        /.80 10.50 .46 .02 .01 63.08 3.00 
ROCH   PLAST 6/1/2023 40.50 (5.95) 8.98 / 7.90 .41 .02 57.81 1.50 
DULUTH  BLDRS 5/1/2023 39.91 (6.82) 8.98/1.25 10.89 .51 .02 .01 61.57 2.00 
DULUTH   H/H 5/1/2023 42.93 (7.12) 8.98/1.75 10.89 .51 65.06 1.50 
WI D.O.T. 6/1/2023 1.50 
NO MN/NW WI PL 5/1/2023 38.24 (5.30) 8.98/2.10 11.64 .51 .02 61.49 2.00 
IRON RANGE BLD 5/1/2023 37.97 (5.20) 8.98/1.00 10.26 .51 .02 .01 58.75 1.50 
IRON RANGE H/H 5/1/2023 38.28 (5.20) 8.98/1.00 10.26 .51 .02 .01 59.06 1.50 
NW MN BLDRS 5/1/2023 35.82 (4.93) 8.98/1.75 7.17 .51 .02 54.25 1.00 
NW MN H/H 5/1/2023 37.51 (4.87) 8.98/1.25 7.87 .51 .02 56.14 1.00 
NW MN PL 5/1/2023 30.72 (4.13) 8.98/1.50 7.40 .45 49.05 1.50 
NO DAKOTA BLD 5/1/2023 35.33 (4.90) 8.98/1.75 7.17 .50 .02 53.75 1.00 
NO DAKOTA H/H 5/1/2023 35.33 (4.90) 8.98/1.75 7.17 .50 .02 53.75 1.00 
NO DAKOTA PL 5/1/2023 30.72 (4.13) 8.98/1.50 7.40 .45 49.05 1.50 

Apprentice wages are 70% - 95% of the Basic Rate (Per Respective Area) 
All Benefits paid at 100% 

WORKING DUES FOR 2023 
International and Local Working dues and Market Recovery are deducted from your savings each 
month.  Working dues are figured by a percentage of the total package, therefore the deduction amount 
will change with the wage increase effective May 1, 2023 (June 1st for Rochester Plasterers).  

Union dues will remain the same:  Journeyman at $24/month and Apprentice at $17/month.  

We encourage “Auto Dues” through “Vacation Savings” or pay online through our New “App”. 
Call the Hall to check your Dues status.  

Blockmakers are at $41.50/month and $.10 per hour working dues. 



Join us FOR A NEW TO MEDICARE MEETING! 

Hosted by Cement Mason, Plasterers & Shophands Local 633 

A Birthday or retirement is the start of a new journey, and let’s be honest, MEDICARE can be confusing!  
You’re invited to a FREE Turning 65 Workshop designed especially for those signing up for Medicare within 
the next few months.  
Our goal is to remove all the confusion from enrolling into Medicare. 

 Do I have to enroll in Medicare?
o How to sign up for Medicare

 What is the difference between a Medicare Advantage plan and Medicare Supplement plan?
 Learn about options for dental, vision and hearing coverage
 How to avoid being penalized for not enrolling into a drug plan
 Explore the variety and differences in new Medicare Drug Plans

o And any other questions you might have!
New to Medicare Educational Meeting 
 Wednesday, May 24th 6:00 p.m.
 Cement Mason, Plasterers & Shophands Local 633 Training center

o 2180 Old Hwy 8 NW, New Brighton, MN 55112
 RSVP Requested (not required)

o Call RSVP: 651.371.6520
o Online RSVP: https://npfbenefits.com/events/
o Feel free to bring your spouse

No age requirement to attend, All Members are Welcome!

Vacation / Savings News 

Once again, we are exploring a new Vacation / Savings platform.  In an effort to better the 
program, and eliminate future Admin fees, we are looking at the “Building Trades Credit Union 
model”.  So, stay tuned for further information as it comes available.  Any conversion would not take 
place until January 1st, 2024, but some transition steps may need to take place in the months to 
come, we will communicate as needed.  As always, we suggest doing a “sweep” of your existing 
money$$ to your personal bank accounts via “Zenith Flex” app or on the “Zenith – American” website.  

STAY TUNED! 

https://npfbenefits.com/events/


CONGRATULATIONS ON COMPLETING YOUR RELATED TRAINING! 
The following apprentices completed their final year of Related Training on April 7, 2023 

FROM THE APPRENTICESHIP COORDINATOR 
The outlook for this year’s workload is EXCELLENT!  The need for skilled TRAINED 
professional trade workers to meet this demand is our PRIORITY!  MENTORSHIP and 
guidance must be our mission for our future wave of leaders.  Let’s stand shoulder to shoulder and 
speak into the CAREERS of our APPRENTICES to shape and mold them for their retention and 
success in the trades and health of OUR GREAT LOCAL! 

Help us in our mission statement to mentor and influence our 
membership as we stand UNITED as LOCAL 633! 

 LET’S DO THIS!!— Brian Farmer 

PICTURED LEFT TO RIGHT  
BACK ROW: Dylan Alexander, Brian Farmer-Coordinator, Ricardo Gonzales, Steve Bruss, Arthur McCoy, 
Matthew Swanson, Bree Loraine, Trace Alderman, Michael DeLalley, Bill Dezelar-OP Instructor. 
FRONT ROW: Cesar Lopez, Kate Zelko-CM Instructor, Colin Henke, Justin Jenson, Juan Davila Jr., Chad 
Rettke, Matthew Ortiz, Pete Dubay-CM Instructor, Jerry Grob-CM Instructor. 



Retirement News 
Congratulations To:  

Mike Syversrud and Dave Schutta 
both Retiring soon.

Mike has been a 633 member for 36 years, and 23 years serving as Northern MN. Business Agent. 
As well as a Trustee on the Health & Welfare, Pension, Apprentice Funds, State Building Trades 

President of the Iron Range Area and more.  

Dave will be a 30-year member, with 20 (plus) years serving the Trust Funds, as well as an Officer of 
the Local, which includes Executive Board, Recording Secretary, President, and many years as an 

Apprentice Instructor & Current Business Manager. 

We Thank Both Mike and Dave for their Service, and Wish them a Fulfilling Retirement!!! 

BUCKET CHAT” from our Union President: 

Jarrod Asleson 

Greetings brothers and sisters, 

As the days are getting warmer finally and this long winter has finally ended. We are seeing another 
busy season coming. We are already ahead of the hours worked this time last year. Highway heavy 
contracts have been settled, ratified, and allocated.  

Make sure you call the hall to see if you could fill a day here or there. If we do not fill those days the 
other trades will. A day shot could turn into the change you might need, some day shots have turned 
into being your last employer.  

In closing I would like to congratulate Business Agent Mike Syversrud on his retirement at the end of 
May, thank you for 36 years of service to our local.  
I would also like to congratulate Business Manager Dave Schutta on his retirement at the end of July, 
thank you for 29 years of service to our local. 

Remember be careful and stay hydrated, 
Fraternally Jarrod Asleson 



From Metro Business Agent: 

 Chad Morris 

Hello Brothers and Sisters, 
Spring is here and the tulips have blossomed. That signals it is time to get to work. Work 

opportunities have opened with the improved weather. We are out pacing last year’s work hours since 
the beginning of the year. Let us keep up the hard work. As usual, I look forward to seeing you on the 
jobsite. 

I want to congratulate Mike Syversrud on his retirement well deserved. Thanks for your 
service. I wish you well in your retirement. 

Fraternally, 
Chad Morris 

From Metro Business Agent: 

Brian Gullickson 

Hello Brothers & Sisters, 

The Weather is finally starting too corporate.  Hours are up from same time as last year; 
Warehouses and Apartments are still going strong.   

Ramsey County is trying to change their new rent increase at 3% only.  Builders are lobbing to 
exclude new Construction projects.  

Laborer Business Agent and I are starting to go after a Non-Union company possible we will 
be able to strip all their guys. 

Have a Great Summer 
In Soladarity, 
Brian Gullickson 



From Metro Business Agent: 

Tim Sturdivant 
Greetings Brothers and Sisters, 

It looks to be another awesome year for High Heavy construction.  With big projects on I94 
along with 494, MnDot has over 50 projects going between now and next year.  Our city work 
throughout the metro counties is healthy and in full swing as well.  This is the first year of the 
statewide HH contract.  As of May 1st, a raise of $2.67 was implemented, our second year will be 
$3.52 followed by $3.53.  
We still are offering the $500 incentive to any member who “refers” a potential new member.  So, if 
you know someone with ambition please have them contact us.  If you have not downloaded our App 
then do so in your App Store or Google Play “OPCMIA LOCAL 633”.  Also please make sure we do 
have your current address on file.   
As always have a great year, be safe, work smart, and get home! 

Fraternally 
Big Tim Sturdivant 

“Never doubt that a small group of thoughtful, committed, citizens can change the world… 
indeed, it’s the only thing that ever has” 

Margaret Mead 

From Southern MN Business Agent: 

MATT GAUTHIER 

Hello from Southern MN, 
As your new business agent in Southern Minnesota I am excited and honored to represent the 
members of local 633. Since November I have met and reached out to many members, I look forward 
to meeting and working for the rest of you as well. Over the winter I was busy going to high schools 
with a panel of other trades educating students on the benefits of working union. This is an effort of 
trying to recruit new members when they graduate.   New apprentices starting in the field, we need to 
remember we were all green at one time.   Please mentor them and help them learn our trade, for 
one day they will be paying your retirement.  
 Now that warmer weather has finally arrived, work is starting to pick up for everyone. My phone is 
ringing with both members looking for work and contractors looking for help. Talking with contractors 
they are busy bidding work and have a lot on the books already. With that it is looking like it should be 
a good season for all. All of you have a great and safe season in the field this year. 
If you need to contact me my phone number is (507) 513-1268 and my email is matt@local633.org. 
Please contact me for any questions or concerns. 

Thanks, 
Matt Gauthier 

mailto:matt@local633.org


From DULUTH / IRON RANGE Business Agent: 

DAMON HANTZ 

Greetings Brothers and Sisters, 
I would like to introduce myself; I am Damon Hantz. I have been a proud member since 2008. I will be 
taking over for Mike Syversrud, because he will be retiring at the end of the month.  Spring is here, 
and this summer is going to be busy.  Between the mines, schools, water treatment, and road work.  
Northland will be very busy. On another note, May will be the last union meeting for the summer as in 
the past we will suspend them for the summer, as most will not be able to find the time to attend. 
They will resume October 5th.  I hope everyone has a safe and busy summer.  
I look forward to serving you.   
Damon Hantz 

From NW/ND Business Agent: 

Darrell Lende 

 Hello Brothers and Sisters, 
The Winter that never seemed to end is finally here. I want to welcome all new members to 

Local 633. I also want to congratulate Mike Syversrud on his upcoming retirement. Thank you to 
Mike, for your years of service, guidance, knowledge, negotiating skills and all the other help you 
have given to me and all our members.  
     Negotiations for our Plasterers in North Dakota and NW Minnesota went the best they ever had 
since I became a Business Agent. The highest wage increase, another fifty cents for Foreman and 
Nozzle Operator for fireproofing and more per-diem with a lower mileage from your home address. 
     Welcome to our new Cement Mason and Plasterer Journeyman and Apprentices. It will be another 
very busy year with a lot of work on the books. It is crucial to mentor our Cement Mason & Plasterer 
Apprentices, as they are our future Journeyman and leaders of Local 633.  

  There will be a lot of Highway Heavy work in all our areas once again this year. If the State of 
Minnesota can get a bonding bill passed it will lead to much more work for us in Building and 
Infrastructure. North Dakota has some large projects ongoing and soon to begin. Some of the largest 
are the Ethanol and Soybean Crushing Plants in Casselton, MAP Mechanical and McGough. Projects 
included in the Fargo-Moorhead Diversion Ames Const. The natural gas-powered Pioneer Generation 
Station NW of Williston, which is the largest single electric generation station since the early 1980’s 
with Miron Const. and Northland Concrete & Masonry.  

  Have a safe and prosperous Summer. 

 Fraternally, Darrell Lende 



 From DULUTH / IRON RANGE Business Agent: 

MIKE SYVERSRUD 

Brothers and sisters,  
It’s with bittersweet emotions I write this newsletter as I have decided to retire on May31st 2023 to 
spend more time with my Grandson Iker and my family. 
I have been very fortunate to be a Northern MN Local 633 Business Agent for the last 23 years and a 
proud Union Member since February 1987. I want to thank you all for supporting me throughout my 
career that at times were very emotionally stressful especially when I lost my wife Penny of nearly 30 
years of marriage and my mother who passed away just ten days later, these two women were the 
faces and glue who put on our Union Picnics every year until March of 2016. The picnic was one of 
my very proudest moments as a Business Agent to see all of you at the picnics knowing that we were 
doing something right for all our families and hard-working members. 
I want to thank past Business Mgr. Larry Vee and Business Agent James Murray for believing and 
supporting me as I was appointed Business Agent for the Iron Range area and later under Business 
Mgr. Greg Massey as the Business Agent for Northern MN, Duluth Superior and North Dakota. I 
would not have been able to do the job of representing all of us without their knowledge and guidance 
Thank you two gentlemen and the late Larry Vee!!!! 
These last couple months have been very busy with contract negotiations and board meetings. I am 
very humbled to have been elected Trustee to our Pension and Health and Welfare Funds by our 
members and elected by my peers to be the President of the Iron Range Building and Construction 
Trades Council and the Northern Trustee to the Minnesota State Building and Construction Trades 
Council throughout my career as Business Agent of which I have stepped down from all those seats. 
We have selected Damon Hantz from Duluth to be my successor which I believe will be a great new 
leader for us, Damon brings many years of being a Union Member in Good standing as a 
Journeyman Cement Finisher and I am hoping you all will get behind him with your support as he 
takes his new role as Business Agent representing all of us in this Great Union of the OPCMIA Local 
633!! 
In closing THANK YOU!!!! I am deeply appreciative of the opportunities you have enabled me and my 
family as your Business Agent. 
Fraternally yours 
Michael Syversrud 

Union Hall has a Facebook Page! 

https://www.bing.com/images/search?view=detailV2&ccid=sMZHY3SV&id=50B7A2D75FCFAB2B59E4921D4CEB4CD39A952610&thid=OIP.sMZHY3SV2heakwiIilUkKgHaC0&mediaurl=http%3a%2f%2fclipart-library.com%2fdata_images%2f48887.jpg&exph=378&expw=992&q=free+facebook+logo+clip+art&simid=608002763635688361&selectedIndex=42&qpvt=free+facebook+logo+clip+art


633 Member 
“Incentive Program” 

We need more members to supply our contractors, 633 Members are eligible for the $500 Incentive 
call your area Business Agents for Details! 

“CEMENT” A Healthy Future 
“Free” Services to you and your spouse thru 633 Health Insurance 

• 
• Total Employee Assistance Management (TEAM): TEAM is available to you and your family for 

concerns such as substance abuse, behavioral/mental health, legal concerns, and 
family/relationship concerns. Get the help and support you or your family need. Call TEAM at 651-
642-0182 or toll free at 1- 800-634-7710.

• TRIA Neck & Back Clinics a Nationally recognized patient – centered rehabilitation program,
that provides long-term relief of neck and or back pain with active chronic surgery or
prescription drugs at no cost to you!  Call 651-735-2225 (Several Locations)

• RAYUS Radiology (CDI) Center for Diagnostic Imaging: MRI & Mammograms
866-765-7138 (Several Locations) 

“Health Partners” “Zenith American Solutions” 
  Insurance Provider for Medical , Dental & RX   Insurance Eligibility 

952-883-5000   Vision, HRA & Vacation / Savings 
Member Services Nurse Careline 651-256-1804
 24/7 Careline - 612-339-3663       www.zenith-american.com
 24/7 Online Clinic – www.virtuwell.com www.edge.zenith-american.com

Call 633 office for more Information 612-379-1558 
Visit 633 Website www.local633.org  

IN MEMORY OF 

Larry Boyd (Former Member), James Kirchoff (Retiree / Free Member),  
Glenn Springer (Retiree / Free Member), 

Gary Thiebault (Former Member), Dave Weber (Retiree / Free Member), 

http://www.zenith-american.com/
http://www.virtuwell.com/
http://www.edge.zenith-american.com/
http://www.local633.org/
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